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	Commonwealth Health Research Board

Meeting Minutes for May 13, 2008

DRAFT




	Members in Attendance:
	Members Absent:

	George E. Broman 

Robert S. Call            
	                      Dianne Reynolds-Cane 

	Kamlesh Dave 

S. Lawrence Kocot

Mark Werner                    
	

	
	


Others in Attendance:

Amy Dilworth, Office of the Attorney General

James O’Donnell, Scientific Consultant

Anne Pace, Administrator

Daniel E. Nixon, Virginia Commonwealth University

Swati Palit Deb, Virginia Commonwealth University

Mitsi Lizer, Shenandoah University

Ke Sheng, University of Virginia

John A. Hossack, University of Virginia

Molly A. Hughes, University of Virginia

G. Wilson Miller, University of Virginia

Frank A. Lattanzio, Eastern Virginia Medical School

James E. Turner, Virginia Military Institute

Roshna Wunderlich, James Madison University

Robert L. McKown, James Madison University

Ancah Baranova, George Mason University

Barbara Y. Hargrave, Old Dominion University

Michael Klemba, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Ping Xu, Virginia Commonwealth University

Call to Order:


Chairman S. Lawrence Kocot called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

Approval of Minutes:


Dr. Broman moved to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2008 meeting.  Mrs. Pace made one correction to the April 1, 2008 minutes under the Virginia Retirement System reports:

Strike:

Mr. Howell presented a spreadsheet which reflected the market value of the CHRF to be $30,427,621.62 as of February 29, 2008.   He stated that this figure could be used in determining the amount of grant funds available for FY 2008/2009.  
Insert:  


Mr. Howell presented a spreadsheet which reflected the market value of the CHRF to be $30,427,621.62 as of February 29, 2008.   He stated that this figure could be used in calculating the five-year average in determining the amount of grant funds available for FY 2008/2009.

The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed unanimously.  

FY 2008/2009 CHRB Grant Process 

Step Three:  Presentation of full proposals to the Board

Chairman Kocot made the following motion:

“In accordance with the provisions of § 2.2-3711 (A)  (30) of the Code of Virginia, I move that the Board go into closed meeting for the purpose of:

Discussion or consideration by the Commonwealth Health Research Board of grant application records excluded from this chapter pursuant to subdivision 17 of § 2.2-3705.6.  

The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.


Coming out of the closed meeting, Chairman Kocot made the following motion:


“WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii)  only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


The motion was seconded and the vote was as follows:  Kocot, aye; Broman, aye; Call, aye; Dave, aye; Werner, aye.   


Mr. Kocot presented the outcome of closed session.


 Dr. Werner made a motion that the following 12 principal investigators and institutions be awarded a CHRB grant for FY 2008/2009, four of which represent continued funding for the second year of the two-year grant initially awarded in FY 2007/2008.  Dr. Broman seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  Mrs. Pace will contact the 12 principal investigators and institutions that received new and continued CHRB funding.  Mrs. Pace will also contact those finalists that were not awarded a CHRB grant for FY 2008/2009.


The Board also approved the proposed CHRB Grant Guidelines FY 2009/2010 with one change to the new wording for the section entitled, Role of the Principal Investigator, which will change from, The Board does not consider effort of 10% or less sufficient to carry out the project, to The Board may not consider effort of 10% or less sufficient to carry out the project.   The approved FY 2009/2010 CHRB Grant Guidelines will be posted to the CHRB website by July 1, 2008.

	Submitting Institution/   Organization
	Grant Title
	Principal Investigator
	CHRB funds Year 1

	VMI
	Estrogen's Role in Protecting the Nervous and Cardiovascular Systems from Damage and Degenerative Diseases
	Turner
	          $99,001 

	EVMS
	Novel diagnostic methods and neuroprotective effects of synthetic cannabinoids in the treatment of glaucoma
	Lattanzio
	$99,468 

	JMU
	Etiology of Gender Differences in overuse injuries:  The Interaction among Hormones, Ligament Laxity and Footwear
	Wunderlich
	$80,220

	VCU
	The effects of recombinant interleukin-2 on gut mucosal immune integrity in patients infected with HIV
	Nixon
	$100,000 

	UVA
	Radiosensitization by Quantum Dot/Photofrin Conjugates
	Sheng
	$100,000

 

	UVA
	Interaction of Host Chemokines with Pathogenic Bacteria:  A Novel Antimicrobial Strategy
	Hughes
	$100,000 

	UVA
	Ultrasound-triggered release of rapamycin from microbubbles to treat in-stent restenosis
	Hossack
	$100,000

 

	JMU
	Development of Novel Diagnostics and Treatments for Ocular Diseases
	McKown
	$78,426 



	EVMS
	MCM7 and MCM8 in the Control of DNA Replication in Ovarian Cancer
	Daniel


	$100,000

	VCU
	Arm/Rmt ribosomal methylation and antibiotic resistance
	Rife
	$99,915



	JMU
	Understanding Transcriptional Changes of Nitric Oxide Synthase I Leading to Diabetes
	Rife


	$45,000

	UVA
	A novel vaccine approach to combat pathogenic bacteria:  a focus on the category B biothreat agents causing meliodiosis and glanders
	Goldberg
	$100,000

	
	Total FY 2008/2009 Grant Awards
	12
	$1,102,030

	
	
	
	


FY 2008/2009 CHRB Proposed Administrative Budget


Mrs. Pace presented the proposed revised FY 2008/2009 CHRB Administrative Budget, initially submitted to the Board at the April 1st meeting.  The revisions to the initial proposed CHRB Administrative Budget include two scenarios for addressing the need of off site electronic CHRB data storage.  Under Scenario One, CHRB would purchase two flash drives to back up electronic data and mail to the Department of Accounts (DOA) for backup on their computer system.  Annual costs for Scenario One amount to $300.  Under Scenario Two, CHRB would use a VITA  owned computer housed at DOA that could be accessed from Mrs. Pace’s home computer.  All data would be backed up nightly at DOA along with all of the other computers on the DOA network.  Annual costs for Scenario Two amount to $1,200; $1,080 for use of VITA owned computer ($90 per month) plus $120 ($10 per month) to access the computer from Mrs. Pace’s home office ($10 per month).  Dr. Broman made the motion to approve Scenario Two.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Kocot and the Board approved unanimously.

Chairman Kocot made the following motion in order for the Board to discuss CHRB personnel:

“In accordance with the provisions of § 2.2-3711 (A)( 1) and (7) of the Code of Virginia, I move that the Board go into closed meeting for the purposes of:

(1)  Discussion of the performance potential expanded duties of employees of CHRB: and

(2)  Consultant with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.” 

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.


Coming out of closed meeting, Chairman Kocot made the following motion:

“WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the closed meeting.”


The motion was seconded by Dr. Call and the vote was as follows:  Kocot, aye; Broman, aye; Call, aye; Werner, aye; Dave, aye.   


Mr. Kocot presented the outcome of closed session:


The Board approved a 3% increase for the CHRB Administrator, Anne Pace.  Dr. O’Donnell, scientific consultant to the CHRB, will continue to be compensated at his current hourly rate of $65 per hour not to exceed $10,400.  The FY 2008/2009 CHRB Administrative Budget amounts to $101,260 which reflects the administrator’s salary increase; Scenario Two option of addressing the off-site CHRB data backup; and, an additional $500 for travel related to workshops conducted by CHRB.  

Other Business to Come Before the Board:

New CHRB Meeting Location


Mrs. Pace stated that Dr. Reynolds-Cane was not able to attend the CHRB meeting today as she had to attend another meeting in which she serves as facilitator [for a healthcare working group which reviews healthcare regulations].  Dr. Reynolds-Cane informed Mrs. Pace that the Medical Society of Virginia had given approval for the CHRB to hold our meetings at their location.  Mrs. Pace will work with Dr. Reynolds-Cane on drafting a letter to the Medical Society of Virginia to work out the details of the meeting space.  [This action came about as the Science Museum of Virginia will begin charging $250 per meeting space beginning July 1, 2008 which would amount to $750 annually.]  

Election of New CHRB Officers for FY 2008/2009


Dr. Robert S. Call has been elected as Chairman and Dr. Kamlesh Dave has been elected as Vice Chairman of the Commonwealth Health Research Board.  

Next meeting:


Mr. Kocot moved that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed unanimously be the Board.  The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm. 


The Board’s next meeting will be Tuesday, December 2, 2008 at the Medical Society of Virginia.   The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.    At this meeting the Board will review recommendations for those concept papers submitted, as part of the 2009/2010 grant process, to be developed into full proposals.
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