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	Commonwealth Health Research Board

Meeting Minutes for December 14, 2010






	 Members in Attendance:
	Members Absent:

	Robert S. Call, Chairman
	Mark Werner

	George E. Broman, Vice Chairman                  
Fred Hadeed
	

	S. Lawrence Kocot

	


Others in Attendance:

	Carla Collins, Office of the Attorney General
	Anne Pace, Administrator

	K.C. Howell, Virginia Retirement System
	James O’Donnell, Scientific Consultant

Carlos Caban, Scientific Consultant


Call to Order:


Chairman Dr. Robert S. Call called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  The meeting was held at the Medical Society of Virginia, 2024 Emerywood Parkway, Richmond, Virginia 23294.  Dr. Call informed the members that Dr. Dave and Dr. Reynolds-Cane had resigned from the Commonwealth Health Research Board due to their recent appointments to the Virginia Commonwealth University Board of Trustees and as Director of the Department of Health Professions, respectively.  Virginia Code Section 23-278(C) in relevant part states, "No [CHRB] member shall be an incumbent elected official, state official or employee, or member of the governing board of a state agency or institution."  A quorum was present for the transaction of business throughout the meeting. 
Approval of Minutes:


Dr. Broman moved to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2010 meeting with the following correction submitted by Carla Collins, representative to the CHRB from the Office of the Attorney General:

Page 3, DELETE:  The Board also made the decision to allow Dr. Roshna Wunderlich, a 2008 CHRB grant recipient from James Madison University, to continue her grant research.  A no-cost extension was approved for Dr. Wunderlich and some reduction to her grant award will be made that correlates with the reduction in the number of subjects participating in the project.

Page 3, INSERT:  The Board also reconsidered its previous determination regarding Dr. Wunderlich’s grant.  The Board decided to allow Dr. Roshna Wunderlich, a 2008 CHRB grant recipient from James Madison University, to continue her grant research based upon additional information previously unavailable to it.  A no-cost extension was approved for Dr. Wunderlich and some reduction to her grant award will be made that correlates with the reduction in the number of subjects participating in the project.

           Mr. Hadeed seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  
Virginia Retirement System (VRS) Financial Reports


Kenneth C. Howell, CFA, Director of Global Equity for the Virginia Retirement System (VRS) attended the meeting.  Mr. Howell distributed a copy of a letter from Walter J. Kucharski, Auditor of Public Accounts, Commonwealth of Virginia, regarding an independent auditor’s report on financial statements for the Virginia Retirement System for the year ending June 30, 2010.  Mr. Howell stated that this was a good audit and he wanted to provide the CHRB a copy of the audit for its records. 
Mr. Howell also distributed a handout entitled “Investing in the New Normal” which he prepared.  He stated that usually the deeper the recession decline is, the stronger the recovery is.  We have had a mediocre recovery the last two years, despite the federal government’s implementing massive stimulus packages.  At this point, there is not much else the federal government can do to stimulate the economy.  This was one of the worst recessions in the post-WWII period, but the country has not experienced the usual recovery trends in previous deep recessions.  Fiscal year-to-date, the [VRS] fund is up 10%, despite the over-all economy.  The [VRS] fund is well positioned and actively managed.

FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Process 

Step One:  Concept Paper Submissions
Dr. Call moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A)  (30) for the purpose of discussion or consideration of grant application records excluded from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act pursuant to subdivision 17 of § 2.2-3705.6.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hadeed.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


Dr. Call moved that the Board reconvene in open session.  Dr. Broman seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board adopted the following resolution by roll call vote.  


CERTIFICATION  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


A roll call vote of members present approved this resolution unanimously.  

Dr. Broman made a motion that the following 24 concept papers be developed into full proposals.  Mr. Hadeed seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  Mrs. Pace will contact the 24 principal investigators regarding the request for a full proposal submission.  Mrs. Pace will also contact those principal investigators, who will not be requested to submit a full proposal submission, with reviewer comments. 
CHRB Financial Reports

Mrs. Pace presented the CHRB administrative fiscal information:

FY 2009/2010 FINAL CHRB Expenses [July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010]

The FY 2009/2010 CHRB administrative budget amounts to $100,637.  The fiscal year 2009/2010 began on July 1, 2009 and ended on June 30, 2010.  Expenditures for FY 2009/2010 amounted to $87,776.12, with the largest expense related to salaries, fiscal services and management services.  
FY 2010/2011 YTD CHRB Expenses [through November 30, 2010]

The FY 2010/2011 CHRB administrative budget amounts to $97,065.  The fiscal year 2010/2011 began on July 1, 2010 and ends on June 30, 2011.  Expenditures for FY 2010/2011 through November 30, 2010 amounted to $34,654.21 with the largest expense related to salaries and management services.  
Progress of Ongoing CHRB Grant Awards

Mrs. Pace provided an update on ongoing CHRB Grant Awards and referred members to the Ongoing Grants tab in their notebooks.  First interim report comments were reflected for those two-year grant awards that had previously submitted scientific interim reports.  Second interim reports will be due January 31, 2011 for grants initially awarded in July 2009.  First interim reports will be due March 31, 2011 for those grants recently awarded in July 2010.
	PI
	Institution/   Organization
	Grant Title
	 First Interim            Report Due
	Second Interim Report Due

	Anne B. Allison, Ph.D.
	Mary Baldwin College
	The Role of Arf6 in Directing Intracellular Traffic in Breast Cancer
	January 31, 2011
	NA


	PI
	Institution/   Organization
	Grant Title
	 First Interim            Report Due
	Second Interim Report Due

	Justin R. Anderson, Ph.D.
	Radford University
	Characterization of La Crosse virus receptors in mosquito tissues
	March 31, 2011
	January 31, 2012

	Mark L. Gabriele, Ph.D.
	James Madison University
	Establishing complex auditory circuits:  Molecular mechanisms and functional implications for treating the hearing impaired
	March 31, 2010
	January 31, 2011

	John Harrington, M.D.
	Children's Hospital of The King's Daughters
	Treatment of Behavior Disorders among School-Aged Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)
	March 31, 2011
	January 31, 2012

	Mary Jayne Kennedy, Pharm.D.
	Virginia Commonwealth University
	Evaluation of mitochondrial gene sequence variants as biomarkers of aminoglycoside-induced renal injury in newborn infants
	March 31, 2011
	January 31, 2012

	Woong-Ki Kim, Ph.D.
	Eastern Virginia Medical School
	Targeting of CD16+ Monocytes in HIV NeuroAIDS
	March 31, 2010
	January 31, 2011

	Jennifer Stewart, Ph.D.
	Virginia Commonwealth University
	Generation of Mice Deficient in Vesicular Monoamine Transporter-1:  Potential Links to Schizophrenia
	March 31, 2011
	January 31, 2012

	Claretta J. Sullivan, Ph.D.
	Eastern Virginia Medical School
	Atomic force microscopy in sepsis research: a new look at bacterial membrane vesicles
	March 31, 2011
	January 31, 2012

	Arthur Weltman, Ph.D.
	University of Virginia
	Effects of exercise intensity on postprandial glucose disposal and endothelial function in prediabetic adults
	March 31, 2011
	January 31, 2012


Closed Session

Dr. Call moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A)  (7) and 2.2-3705.6 (17) for the purpose of consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the Board, and consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by the Board regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel regarding:  compliance with FOIA provisions under specific circumstances.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hadeed.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


Dr. Call moved that the Board reconvene in open session.  Dr. Broman seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board adopted the following resolution by roll call vote.  


CERTIFICATION  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


A roll call vote of members present approved this resolution unanimously.  

Freedom of Information Act [FOIA] presentation


Carla Collins, Office of the Attorney General [OAG] representative to the CHRB, provided the Board with an overview of the Freedom of Information Act [FOIA].  [Information was previously distributed to the Board members in their meeting materials.]


Assistant Attorney General (“AAG”) Collins reminded the Board members of the importance of familiarizing themselves with the FOIA provisions and ensuring compliance while conducting the Board’s business.  She explained what constitutes a “public meeting” and the notice and participation requirements which accompany such a meeting.  She discussed the manner in which the courts interpret and apply the FOIA provisions in the event of a challenge and the penalties, fees, and costs which could be awarded upon the finding of a willful and knowing violation of FOIA. 


AAG Collins also reminded the Board that votes could only be taken during open meetings, but that exceptions to the public meeting requirements exist.  She briefly discussed relevant exceptions upon which closed sessions could be based and reviewed the procedure for conducting closed meetings.  In closing her presentation, AAG Collins emphasized that failure to follow FOIA procedures is presumed to be a violation by the courts.  She referred the Board members to the copies of the presentation and the Virginia Code provisions in their meeting materials.  AAG Collins encouraged Board members to contact her with any questions or concerns they may have regarding FOIA compliance. 


Mr. Hadeed asked if the Board’s Director’s and Officer’s insurance policy would cover legal defense costs of members in the event of a FOIA action against them personally [assuming that the member did not intentionally violate FOIA]. Mrs. Pace will look into this with the Commonwealth of Virginia Division of Risk Management.  The Attorney General [OAG] representative to the CHRB offered to review the policy and report back to the Board.
Other Business to come before the Board:
Financial Disclosure Forms:  Mrs. Pace referred members to the financial disclosure forms included in their notebooks.  Members can complete the forms, sign and return to Mrs. Pace who will forward the completed forms to the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
CHRB Database Development:  Mrs. Pace reported that the CHRB database is progressing with assistance from staff from the Department of Accounts [DOA].   Mrs. Pace was also working on the automated grants submission process which took time away from the database development.  Dr. Call inquired as to how many “hits” the CHRB website receives.  Mrs. Pace will look into this issue.
Next meeting:

Dr. Call moved that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed unanimously by the Board.  The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m. 


The Board’s next meeting will be Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at either the Medical Society of Virginia or the Virginia Hospital and Health Care Association.  The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.  At this meeting the Board will review recommendations for those full proposals submitted, as part of the 2011/2012 grant process, to be presented to the Board.
For planning purposes, presentations to the Board are scheduled for Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at either the Medical Society of Virginia or the Virginia Hospital and Health Care Association.
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