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	Commonwealth Health Research Board

Meeting Minutes for April 6, 2010






	 Members in Attendance:
	Members Absent:

	Robert S. Call, Chairman

George E. Broman, Vice Chairman                   
	Fred Hadeed

Mark Werner

	Kamlesh Dave
	

	S. Lawrence Kocot [via teleconference]
	

	Dianne Reynolds-Cane

	

	
	


Others in Attendance:

Amy Dilworth, Office of the Attorney General
Carla Collins, Office of the Attorney General
James O’Donnell, Scientific Consultant

Anne Pace, Administrator

Call to Order:


Chairman Dr. Robert S. Call called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  
Approval of Minutes:


Dr. Broman moved to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2009 meeting.  Dr. Reynolds-Cane seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  
Virginia Retirement System (VRS) Financial Reports


No representative from the Virginia Retirement System was present at the CHRB meeting.  Two documents were included in the Board materials:  

[1] VRS Finance Division Commonwealth Health Research Fund (CHRF) Activity Report through February 2010.  The beginning CHRF balance was $23,219,451 as of June 30, 2009.  The beginning balance as of February 2010 was $25,776,459.  
[2]  VRS Investment Department Flash Report for the period ending February 28, 2010 [previously distributed via e-mail to the Board on March 19, 2010]. 
CHRB Financial Reports

Grant Funding Available for FY 2009/2010 CHRB Grant Awards


Mrs. Pace distributed an Excel spreadsheet entitled, Outstanding CHRB Grant expenses as of December 7, 2009.  This spreadsheet provides outstanding grant expenses for current year grant awards and funding obligations for years forward.  The spreadsheet also reflects the 5-year average market value amount of $28,666,532 provided by VRS.  This amount is the average market value of the prior five calendar years.  Mrs. Pace provided scenarios ranging from 3.3% to 6.0% and the respective grant funding available for grant awards.

FY 2009/2010 YTD CHRB Expenses [through March 26, 2010]

The FY 2009/2010 CHRB administrative budget amounts to $100,637.  The fiscal year 2009/2010 began on July 1, 2009 and ends on June 30, 2010.  Expenditures for FY 2009/2010 through March 26, 2010 amounted to $69,441.15, with the largest expense related to salaries and management services.  
Proposed FY 2010/2011 CHRB Administrative Budget [Draft]


The FY 2010/2011 CHRB proposed administrative budget is in draft format.  Mrs. Pace is reviewing several line items to determine if reductions in the proposed budget can be made and will work with Dr. Call on finalizing the proposed FY 2010/2011 administrative budget.  

Other Business to come before the Board:

Election of Officers:  The Board approved the election of CHRB officers for FY 2010/2011:  Robert S. Call, M.D. was reelected as CHRB Chairman and George Broman, M.D. was reelected as CHRB Vice Chairman.

Status of Database Development/Access Training: On January 21 and 22, 2010, Mrs. Pace completed training for Access 2007, Level 1.  This training will allow Mrs. Pace to design and create new CHRB databases and produce reports based on the information in the databases.  Mrs. Pace stated that it may take up to one year to enter all of the data into the Access database.  Dr. Broman suggested that Mrs. Pace/Board consider having some data entry assistance.  Mrs. Pace will discuss with the Department of Accounts [DOA] to see if some data entry assistance could be incorporated into the annual financial agreement between DOA and CHRB.  Dr. Call asked Mrs. Pace to make a proposal as to the Board as to what elements should be included in the database.  The Board will review and edit/add items to also be included in the database.  Dr. Broman stated that we should be very careful about what goes in the database [it may be more difficult to add something later after the database has been established] and suggested that Mrs. Pace ask institutions [of higher education] what information they may want to see in our database.  
Proposed 2009/2010 CHRB Annual Report:  Mrs. Pace distributed a laser copy of the proposed FY 2009/2010 CHRB Annual Report and a postcard announcing the new annual report in an online format.  Mrs. Pace asked the Board their preference in the annual report layout, the number of printed copies and postcards.  The Board expressed a preference for a portrait layout to include the principal investigator quotes.  Mrs. Pace will distribute a revised annual report and postcard, in PDF format, to members along with prices for a range of copies.  Dr. Call suggested that Mrs. Pace also send out an e-mail notification of our 2009 annual report online with a link that will directly take the viewer to our website and the annual report.
Proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Guidelines

Proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Agreement

Proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Policies and Procedures

Proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Guidelines:


Dr. O’Donnell and Mrs. Pace reviewed changes in the proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Guidelines with the most significant changes providing clarification on the use of graduate students and the transition to an automated grants submission process.   Mrs. Pace will be working with the IT staff at the Department of Accounts [DOA] in their guidance regarding our transition from a paper submission to an automated grants process.  More specifically, Mrs. Pace will inquire about:  [1] appropriate wording in the FY 2011/2012 grant guidelines; [2] accommodation of a large volume of data submission e.g. concept papers and full proposals; and, [3] confirmation that all grant submissions will remain confidential as they may include proprietary information and are exempt from FOIA by Code statute.  

Dr. Broman inquired about a CHRB grants workshop this year.  Mrs. Pace responded that no grants workshop was planned for this summer but suggested that we have a grants workshop every other year.  Dr. Broman suggested that Mrs. Pace ask some institutions if they would like for the CHRB to have a grants workshop every other year.  Dr. Call suggested that the Board consider a podcast or webcast as a format to discuss the grant guidelines with institutions.

Proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Agreement

             Dr. O’Donnell, Mrs. Pace and Ms. Dilworth will work together to review and make any necessary changes to the proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Agreement.
Proposed FY 2011/2012 CHRB Policies and Procedures
             Dr. O’Donnell, Mrs. Pace and Ms. Dilworth will work together to review and make changes to the FY 2011/2012 CHRB Grant Agreement to clarify “changes” to the section entitled, Proposed Changes to the CHRB Grant, which currently provides that, Any proposed changes in the Principal Investigator, or other identified professional members of the approved research team, as well as their professional percentage effort, activities, budget, or projected beginning or ending date from those described in the proposal must be approved in advance (i.e. prior to expending any portion of the grant thereof) in writing by the Board. If the project has already begun when the proposed change arises, approval must be gained before the change is made.  The parties expressly agree that if an unauthorized change occurs, any further expenditure of grant funds is improper and must be repaid to the Board upon demand.  Extended absence from the project by any of the professional staff members will not be approved without compelling justification provided by the Principal Investigator to the CHRB.  

FY 2010/2011 CHRB Grant Process 

Step Two:  Discussion of full proposals recommended for a presentation to the Board
Dr. Call moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 (A)  (31) for the purpose of discussion or consideration of grant application records excluded from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act pursuant to subdivision 17 of § 2.2-3705.6.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Broman.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


Dr. Call moved that the Board reconvene in open session.  Dr. Dave seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  The Board adopted the following resolution by roll call vote.  


CERTIFICATION  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


A roll call vote of members present approved this resolution unanimously.  

Dr. Dave made a motion that the following 11 full proposals be presented to the CHRB on May 11, 2010.  Dr. Reynolds-Cane seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  Mrs. Pace will contact principal investigators requesting a presentation to the Board.
	Institution
	Grant Title
	PI

	Mary Baldwin College
	The Role of Arf6 in Directing Intracellular Traffic in Breast Cancer
	Allison

	Radford University
	Characterization of La Crosse virus receptors in mosquito tissues
	Anderson

	EVMS
	Effects of Ultrafine Particles on Gene Expression and Function on Pancreatic Islets
	Dobrian

	VCU
	Functional drug targeting of the perivascular brain tumor stem cell niche in human gliomas

	Fillmore

	VCU
	Unraveling epigenetic mechanism in neural plasticity in adult mammalian brain
	Gao

	CHKD
	Treatment of Behavior Disorders among School-Aged Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)

	Harrington

	VCU
	Evaluation of mitochondrial gene sequence variants as biomarkers of aminoglycoside-induced renal injury in newborn infants


	Kennedy

	Institution
	Grant Title
	PI

	VCU
	Generation of Mice Deficient in Vesicular Monoamine Transporter-1:  Potential Links to Schizophrenia


	Stewart

	EVMS
	Atomic force microscopy in sepsis research: a new look at bacterial membrane vesicles


	Sullivan

	GMU
	A Novel Vaccine Technology for the Biothreat Agent, Francisella
	van Hoek

	UVA
	Effects of exercise intensity on postprandial glucose disposal and endothelial function in prediabetic adults


	Weltman


The Board unanimously approved continuation of second year funding for two grant awards, initially funded in July 2009. FY 2010/2011 represents the second year of the two-year grant award.  Staff had recommended continued funding based upon satisfactory progress in the first year of the grant award.  

	Institution
	Grant Title
	PI

	JMU
	Establishing complex auditory circuits:  Molecular mechanisms and functional implications for treating the hearing impaired
	Gabriele

	EVMS
	Targeting of CD16+ Monocytes in HIV NeuroAIDS
	Kim


Next meeting:


Dr. Call moved that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed unanimously be the Board.  The meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

The Board’s next meeting will be Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at the Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association [VHHA].  The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.  At this meeting the Board will hear presentations from 11 grant finalists, as part of the 2010/2011 grant process.
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