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	Commonwealth Health Research Board

Meeting Minutes for April 1, 2008






	Members in Attendance:
	Members Absent:

	George E. Broman 

Robert S. Call            
	                      Mark Werner

                      Kamlesh Dave

	S. Lawrence Kocot

Dianne Reynolds-Cane
	

	
	

	
	


Others in Attendance:

Amy Dilworth, Office of the Attorney General

James O’Donnell, Scientific Consultant

Anne Pace, Administrator

K.C. Howell, Virginia Retirement System

Call to Order:


Chairman S. Lawrence Kocot called the meeting to order at 10:22 a.m.  

Approval of Minutes:


Dr. Broman moved to approve the minutes of the December 4, 2007 meeting.  Dr. Call seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  

Virginia Retirement System (VRS) Financial Reports

Kenneth C. Howell, CFA, Director of Global Equity for the Virginia Retirement System (VRS), recapped the passage of the legislative regarding the new investment strategy for the Commonwealth Health Research Fund (CHRF) which combined the assets of the CHRF with the $55.9 billion VRS investment fund.  The transition of the new investment strategy was effective October 31, 2007, moving the CHRF an asset allocation of 70% stocks and 30% bonds to a pooling interest.  Mr. Howell presented a spreadsheet which reflected the market value of the CHRF to be $30,427,621.62 as of February 29, 2008.   He stated that this figure could be used in determining the amount of grant funds available for FY 2008/2009.  

Mr. Howell also referenced the recent VRS Investment Department Flash Report, which is distributed on a monthly basis to the CHRB Board once received from VRS.   Dr. Call asked Mr. Howell if the CHRF was included in the 55.9 billion VRS fund which Mr. Howell responded yes.  Dr. Reynolds-Cane asked Mr. Howell if our [CHRF] funds are well diversified to limit exposure to negative financial outcomes surrounding subprime mortgage foreclosures.  Mr. Howell stated that [CHRF] funds would have limited exposure to that problem and that we should be okay.

FY 2007/2008 CHRB Year-to-Date Administrative Expenses

The FY 2007/2008 CHRB administrative budget amounts to $97,283.  The fiscal year 2007/2008 began on July 1, 2007 and ends on June 30, 2008.  Expenditures for FY 2007/2008 through February 29, 2008 amounted to $63,183.93 with the largest expense, other than salaries, was related to fiscal services paid to DOA and the creation of our new website.   

FY 2008/2009 CHRB Proposed Administrative Budget


Mrs. Pace presented the proposed FY 2008/2009 CHRB Administrative Budget.  The proposed draft budget amounts to $97,883.27.  Line items 1112 and 1123 do not reflect adjustments as the Board will have a discussion regarding employee performance.   The largest expenses of the proposed budget are tied to salaries, postal services, printing services, fiscal services paid to DOA, management services (scientific consultant), and website services.   Mrs. Pace was notified after the distribution of the proposed FY 2008/2009 administrative budget that the Science Museum of Virginia will begin charging $250 per meeting space beginning July 1, 2008.  This amounts to $750 for the fiscal year which is not reflected in the proposed budget.  Dr. Reynolds-Cane, Dr. Call and Dr. Broman suggested the Medical Society of Virginia as a future meeting location.  Dr. Reynolds-Cane agreed to ask the Medical Society of Virginia if the CHRB can hold meetings at their headquarters.


Mrs. Pace also presented several proposals for the Board’s consideration for FY 2008/2009, costs of which are not reflected in the proposed administrative budget.  Because some of these proposals will require decision about CHRB personnel, Chairman Kocot made the following motion:

“In accordance with the provisions of § 2.2-3711 (A)( 1) and (7) of the Code of Virginia, I move that the Board go into closed meeting for the purposes of:

(1)  Discussion of the performance potential expanded duties of employees of CHRB: and

(2)  Consultant with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.” 

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.


Coming out of closed meeting, Chairman Kocot made the following motion:

“WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board in the closed meeting.”


The motion was seconded by Dr. Call and the vote was as follows:  Kocot, aye; Broman, aye; Call, aye; Reynolds-Cane, aye.   


Mr. Kocot presented the outcome of closed session:

CHRB Strategic Plan and CHRB Administrator

· The Board indicated that a subcommittee will be appointed to look at the implications of developing a strategic plan and expanding the scope of work for the CHRB Administrator.  

CHRB Database Development and Maintenance 

· The Board indicated that more information is needed to assess the feasibility of developing a complex data base to store all CHRB proposal and related information and will reassess this issue next year.
CHRB Off-Site Data Storage

· The Board stated that data storage was absolutely necessary and asked Mrs. Pace to work with Amy Dilworth regarding this issue.  

CHRB Grant Workshops

· The Board asked Mrs. Pace to develop a survey and send to the Board for review and edit.  The Board agreed that $500 should be added to the FY 2008/2009 CHRB Administrative budget in the event that travel related to workshops is required.  

Proposed FY 2009/2010 CHRB Grant Guidelines  


Mrs. Pace stated that the proposed FY 2009/2010 CHRB Grant Guidelines are still in draft format pending any comments from Mrs. Jaegar, consultant to the Board.  These will be distributed prior to the May 13, 2008 CHRB meeting.  

CHRB Grant Progress Reports


Mrs. Pace referred to the grant progress reports for fiscal years 2005/2006, 2006/2007 and 2007/2008.  Many of the interim reports for grants awarded July 1, 2007 were due March 31, 2008.  These grant progress reports will be updated and included in Board materials distributed prior to the May 13, 2008 CHRB meeting.

FY 2008/2009 CHRB Grant Process 

Step Three:  Presentation of full proposals to the Board

Chairman Kocot made the following motion:

“In accordance with the provisions of § 2.2-3711 (A)  (30) of the Code of Virginia, I move that the Board go into closed meeting for the purpose of:

Discussion or consideration by the Commonwealth Health Research Board of grant application records excluded from this chapter pursuant to subdivision 17 of § 2.2-3705.6.  

The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.


Coming out of the closed meeting, Chairman Kocot made the following motion:


“WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Health Research Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commonwealth Health Research Board certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii)  only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.


The motion was seconded by Dr. Call and the vote was as follows:  Kocot, aye; Broman, aye; Call, aye; Reynolds-Cane, aye.   


Dr. Call made a motion that the following 15 full proposals be presented to the Board on May 13, 2008.  Dr. Broman seconded the motion.  The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.  Mrs. Pace will contact principal investigators regarding these decisions.

	Institution
	Grant Title
	PI

	VCU
	The effects of recombinant interleukin-2 on gut mucosal immune integrity in patients infected with HIV
	Nixon

	VMI
	Estrogen's Role in Protecting the Nervous and Cardiovascular Systems from Damage and Degenerative Diseases
	Turner

	GMU
	Prevention of the Secondary Complications of Obesity:  Anti-inflammatory Properties of the Endogenous Melanin
	Baranova

	EVMS
	Novel diagnostic methods and neuroprotective effects of synthetic cannabinoids in the treatment of glaucoma
	Lattanzio

	JMU
	Etiology of Gender Differences in overuse injuries:  The Interaction Among Hormones, Ligament Laxity and Footwear
	Wunderlich

	VT
	Inhibition of dipeptidyl aminopeptidases as a novel anti-malarial strategy
	Klemba

	UVA
	Centralized production of hyperpolarized xenon-129 for lung MRI using a free-electron laser
	Miller

	VCU
	Novel Vaccines against infective Endocarditis caused by Oral Streptococci
	Xu

	UVA
	Interaction of Host Chemokines with Pathogenic Bacteria:  A Novel Antimicrobial Strategy
	Hughes

	VCU
	MDM2 induced Akt signaling:  a target for cancer therapy
	Palit Deb

	ODU
	The Use of Nanosecond Pulse Electric Fields  To Enhance Surgical and Non-Surgical Wound Healing
	Hargrave

	UVA
	Ultrasound-triggered release of rapamycin from microbubbles to treat in-stent restenosis
	Hossack

	JMU
	Development of Novel Diagnostics and Treatments for Ocular Diseases
	McKown

	UVA
	Radiosensitization by Quantum Dot/Photofrin Conjugates
	Sheng

	SU
	The Impact of a Pharmacist Assisted Clinic upon Medication Adherence and Quality of Life in Mental Health Patients
	Lizer


Other Business to Come Before the Board:

House Joint Resolution 584, the 2007 Virginia General Assembly resolved to continue the Joint Subcommittee to Study Medical, Ethical, and Scientific Issues Relating to Stem Cell Research Conducted in the Commonwealth

Amy Dilworth gave the Board an update on HJR 584.  The 2008 report provided a summary of the  Virginia Bloodcord Bank initiative.  The Committee intends to submit to General Assembly and the Governor as a House document.  
Development of Policy to Address noncompliance with CHRB Grant Guidelines

Dr. Broman presented the proposed policy to address those CHRB grant applications that are not in compliance with the CHRB Grant Guidelines:


Commonwealth Health Research Board (CHRB) funding will be granted only if such funding is permitted by all applicable federal and state laws and regulations.  Any concept paper or full proposal submitted to the CHRB will not receive favorable consideration by the CHRB Board if a grant would be contrary to CHRB Guidelines or any applicable federal or state law and regulations.

A motion was made to incorporate this policy into the FY 2009/2010 CHRB Grant Guidelines.  The motion was seconded and approved by the Board unanimously.

Election of New CHRB Officers for FY 2008/2009

The Board decided to postpone the election of new officers for FY 2008/2009 until the May 13, 2008 meeting.  Mr. Kocot stated that he will continue to serve as Chairman until the next meeting when officer elections are held.

Next meeting:


Mr. Kocot moved that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed unanimously be the Board.  The meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm. 


The Board’s next meeting will be Tuesday, May 13, 2008 at the Science Museum of Virginia.  The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.  in the Discovery Room which is to your right as you enter the Rotunda at the Science Museum of Virginia.  At this meeting the Board will hear presentations from 15 grant finalists.
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